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[Preliminary remark = not part of the statutes in German language: 
The transla on into English was carried out to the best of our knowledge and belief. In case of doubt 
or even disputes about interpreta on, the German version applies according to German law. 

For your convenience of an easier reading the firm German names of the legal en es were 
translated into English as follows: 

Hilfe Lithuania Belarus e.V.  => Help Lithuania Belraus e.V. 
Humanitäre Hilfe Bergisch Gladbach e.V.  => Humanitarian Aid Bergisch Gladbach e.V. 
Humanitäre Hilfe Overath e.V.  => Humanitarian Aid Overath e.V. 

Bergisch Gladbach and Overath are two neighboring, legally independent ci es in the state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia, Germany 
e.V. is the official German abbrevia on for “eingetragener Verein” => registered club or associa on 

Humanitarian Aid Bergisch Gladbach e.V. and Humanitarian Aid Overath e.V. are two independent 
private legal en es. The change our name lately was inten onal. Both associa ons are not in 
compe on with each other but are closely linked partners in suppor ng Ukraine since it has been at 
war.] 

 

 

§ 1 Name and registered office 

The associa on was named “Hilfe Lithuania Belarus e.V.” un l September 12, 2023. From September 
12, 2023, it is called Humanitarian Aid Bergisch Gladbach e.V. 

The club's headquarters is in Bergisch Gladbach. 

 

§ 2 Fiscal Year 
Fiscal year is the calendar year. 

 

§ 3 Purpose of the associa on  
The associa on exclusively and directly pursues non-profit, charitable and ecclesias cal purposes 
within the meaning of the “Tax-privileged purposes” sec on of the tax code, primarily in needy 
Eastern European countries. The purpose of the statutes is achieved in par cular by suppor ng 
people in need of help and also ins tu ons (e.g. maintenance of orphanages, hospitals, schools, old 
people's homes, kindergartens, a er-school care for children, seminaries, parishes, Caritas sta ons, 
facili es for people with disabili es) through dona ons in kind and money. 

The associa on achieves its goals (collec on of dona ons in kind and money for the above-
men oned purposes) in par cular by informing the public, by publishing flyers, opera ng a 
homepage, sending out informa on materials and calling for dona ons. 
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§ 4 Selfless ac vity 
The associa on operates selflessly: it does not primarily pursue its own economic purposes. 

 

§ 5 Use of funds 
The associa on's funds may only be used for statutory purposes. The members do not receive 
payments from the associa on. 

 

§ 6 Prohibi on of preferen al treatment 
No person may benefit from expenses that are alien to the purpose of the corpora on or from 
dispropor onately high remunera on. 

 

§ 7 Acquisi on of membership 
Individual persons can become full members of the associa on. Legal en es can become suppor ng 
members of the associa on. 

The applica on for admission must be submi ed in wri ng. For minors, at least one legal guardian 
must sign the applica on for admission. 

The execu ve board decides on admission. A rejec on does not require any jus fica on. 

 

§ 8 Termina on of membership 
Membership ends through resigna on, exclusion, death or dissolu on of the associa on. 

The resigna on takes place by means of a wri en declara on to a managing board member and must 
be declared with one month's no ce at the end of the financial year. 

An exclusion can only occur for important reasons. Important reasons include, in par cular, behavior 
that damages the associa on's goals, the viola on of statutory obliga ons or a payment arrears of at 
least one year. The execu ve board decides on the exclusion. The member has the right to appeal 
against the exclusion to the general mee ng, which must be sent in wri ng to the board within one 
month. The general mee ng makes the final decision within the associa on. The member reserves 
the right to review the measure by appealing to the ordinary courts. Appealing to a regular court has 
a suspensive effect un l the court decision becomes final. 

 

§ 9 Contribu ons 
An annual fee is charged to members. The general mee ng determines the amount of the amounts 
and their due date. 
The general mee ng can set special levies to finance special projects or to eliminate financial 
emergencies. 
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New members must pay the current annual membership fee in full within four weeks of joining. 

If admission takes place a er November 30th, the obliga on to pay contribu ons for the current year 
can be waived. 

 

§ 10 Governance bodies of the associa on  
The governance bodies of the associa on are 

• the general mee ng 
• the execu ve board  

 

§11 General mee ng 
The general mee ng is the highest body of the associa on. Their tasks include, in par cular, the 
elec on of the execu ve board, discharge of the execu ve board, receipt of reports from the 
execu ve board, elec on of the auditors, determina on of contribu ons and their due date, 
resolu on on changes to the statutes, resolu on on the dissolu on of the associa on, Decisions on 
the admission and exclusion of members in appeal cases as well as other tasks insofar as these arise 
from the statutes or the law. 

A regular general mee ng should, if possible, take place in the first half of a financial year. The 
general mee ng should preferably take place in person, but can also take place in an online format, 
especially in mes of pandemics or comparable restric ons. 

The execu ve board is obliged to call an extraordinary general mee ng if at least a third of the 
members request this in wri ng, sta ng reasons. 

The general mee ng is convened by the execu ve board with 2 weeks' no ce in wri ng or by email, 
sta ng the agenda. The deadline begins on the day following the sending of the invita on 
le er/sending date of the email. The invita on le er is deemed to have been received by the 
members if it was addressed to the last address given to the associa on. 

The agenda must be supplemented if a member requests this in wri ng no later than one week 
before the scheduled date. The addi on must be announced at the beginning of the mee ng. 

Applica ons for the deselec on of the execu ve board, for changes to the statutes and for the 
dissolu on of the associa on, which have not already been sent to the members with the invita on 
to the general mee ng, can only be decided at the next general mee ng. 

The general mee ng has a quorum regardless of the number of members present. 

The general mee ng is chaired by an execu ve board member. 

Every full adult member has one vote. The right to vote can only be exercised personally or for a 
member upon presenta on of a wri en power of a orney. A member may only represent one 
member. The power of a orney must be submi ed by the start of the mee ng. 

In the case of votes, the simple majority of the votes cast decides. 

Changes to the statutes and the dissolu on of the associa on can only be decided with a majority of 
2/3 of the members present. 
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Absten ons and invalid votes will not be taken into account. At the request of a person en tled to 
vote, every elec on must be held secretly. 

The general mee ng is responsible for decisions on the following ma ers: 

• changes to the statutes, 
• dissolu on of the associa on, 
• appointment of honorary members and the exclusion of members from the associa on, 
• the elec on and dismissal of the members of the execu ve board, 
• the receipt of the annual report and the discharge of the execu ve board, 
• determining the admission fee and membership fees, 
• appointment of commi ees, delegates and auditors. 

Minutes must be drawn up about the resolu ons of the general mee ng, which must be signed by 
the chairman of the mee ng and the secretary. 

 

§12 Board of Directors  
The execu ve board within the meaning of Sec on 26 of the German Civil Code (BGB) consists of the 
1st and 2nd chairmen and the treasurer. They represent the associa on judicially and out of court. 
Two members of the execu ve board represent the associa on together. 

The execu ve board is elected by the general mee ng in person or through comparable secure 
electronic vo ng forms for a period of three years. 

Only full, adult members of the associa on can become execu ve board members. Re-elec on is 
permi ed. 

The execu ve board remains in office un l a new execu ve board is elected. 

The execu ve board can appoint assessors. The number of assessors is not limited. 

Together, the execu ve board and the assessors form the overall board.  

The office of assessor ends with the end of the term of office of the execu ve board, a dismissal by 
the execu ve board or for other reasons. 

When membership ends, all board membership also ends. 

If a member of the Execu ve Board leaves early, the next general mee ng will elect a replacement 
member for the dura on of the Execu ve Board's term of office; The board can appoint a 
replacement member to the execu ve board un l the general mee ng. 

The Execu ve Board meets as required. The mee ngs are called by the 1st chairman, or if he is 
unable to a end, by the 2nd chairman; a no ce period of at least one week should be observed. The 
Execu ve Board has a quorum if at least two members of the Execu ve Board are present. The 
majority of valid votes cast decides when a resolu on is passed. In the event of a e, the vote of the 
1st chairperson decides; if he/she is unable to vote, that of the 2nd chairperson decides. 

The decisions of the execu ve board must be recorded promptly. The minutes must be signed by all 
par cipa ng execu ve board members.  
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The execu ve board is responsible for all ma ers of the associa on, in par cular for 

• sugges on of honorary members, 
• calling and preparing the general mee ng including se ng up the agenda, 
• the execu on of resolu ons of the general mee ng, 
• the management of the associa on's assets and the prepara on of the annual report, 
• admi ng new members. 

 

§ 13 Cash audit 
The general mee ng elects two auditors for a period of three years by vo ng in person or using 
comparable secure electronic vo ng methods. 

Auditors may not be members of the overall board. Re-elec on is permi ed. 

 

§14 Honorary membership 
The general mee ng can appoint members and non-members who have made special contribu ons 
to the associa on as honorary members. In this case, a resolu on with a simple majority is sufficient 
to establish honorary membership. Vo ng takes place at the general mee ng in person or through 
comparable secure electronic vo ng methods. 

Honorary membership is a pure honor. From a legal perspec ve, the honorary member does not 
become a member of the associa on unless the honorary member is already a member of the 
associa on. Through this honorary membership, the honorary member has no obliga ons or rights of 
a member in the associa on, unless the honorary member is also a member of the associa on. 

Honorary membership is a personal right. It is not inheritable and expires with the death of the 
honorary member. 

Since honorary membership is dependent on the member agreeing to it, the honorary member can 
also “give back” the honorary membership. This requires a clear declara on with the sentence: “I am 
giving back my honorary membership” or similar words. 

In principle, the general mee ng can revoke an honorary membership granted if there is an important 
reason. This requires the same majority that was necessary for the decision on honorary 
membership. 

 

§15 Dissolu on of the associa on 
In the event of dissolu on, loss of legal capacity of the associa on or loss of tax-privileged purposes, 
the en re assets of the associa on go to Humanitarian Aid Overath e.V., Overath, which must use 
them directly and exclusively for non-profit, charitable and church purposes. 
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§ 16 Notariza on 
The above wording of the statutes corresponds literally to the resolu on of the general mee ng of 
September 12, 2023. 

The above statutes come into force on the day of the resolu on of the general mee ng. 

Bergisch Gladbach, September 12, 2023 


